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Abstract: In this particular study the focus is on the South Asian countries and to analyze 

that which type of photography is being held there in from past to present. The South Asia 

the countries depict many cultural differences between them due to customs, culture, history 

and religion. In the region of the South Asia, there are many common similarities in the 

overall culture. To analyze all the South Asian Countries and to see historically changes in 

the art of the photography is the Rationale of this study. Research questions were been made. 

The literature review is about the knowledge and the data which is currently available in the 

form in the different types of websites and we collect them all too drawn the results from 

that. The history of the South Asia countries is being analyzed and by taking pictures of 

different eras of South Asian countries their culture differences are seen. 
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Introduction 

In this particular study the focus is on the South Asian countries and to analyze that which type 

of photography is being held there in from past to present. Now first point to throw light on is 

about the South Asian Countries. As from the word South Asia it depicts the area of Southern 

region of Asian continent and due to the reason of some authorities and there are some 

neighboring countries of east and west(Besio, 2007; Weiler & Gutschow, 2016). It encompasses 
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the Himalayan SAARC countries. The countries which are belonged to the South Asia along 

with their capitals are: 

 Afghanistan and the capital is Kabul 

 Pakistan and the capital is Islamabad 

 India and the capital is New Delhi 

 Nepal and the Capital is Kathmandu 

 Bhutan and the Capital is Thimphu 

 Bangladesh and the Capital is Dhaka 

 Sri Lanka and the Capital is Colombo 

 China and the Capital is Beijing 

In South Asia the countries which belong to it despite of having the same background to be 

called the part of South Asia still they depict many cultural differences between them(Buchanan 

& Collins, 2014; Throckmorton et al., 2015). These cultural differences can be based on 

following: 

 Customs and traditions 

 Holidays 

 History 

 Ethnic characteristics  

 beliefs 

This is how the culture reflects different sunshine’s in all the countries. As a whole the South 

Asia is performing different types of religions. The term photography has been assess from the 

Greek words “Phos” defines as Light and Graphs as  Drawing, in other words drawing with 

Light is the expression which can be used for the photography(Freitag, 2014; Shaikh, 2014). The 

historyof the photography starts in 400’BC when the very first Pinhole Camera Principles 

Documented by Chinese Philosopher Mozi. In 1011-1021 first Camera Obscura was built by the 

Scientist Abu Al- Hassan Ibn al-Haitham. The first photograph was taken in 1826.The first color 

photograph was taken in 1831. In 1836 Louis Daguerre and Joseph Nicephore Niepce invented 

the first practical photographic method, which was named the daguerreotype. The Solar Eclipse 

of July 28, 1851 is the first correctly exposed photograph of a solar eclipse using the 

daguerreotype process. In 1871 Dr Richard L. Maddox invented Dry plate also known as Gelatin 

Process, which is an improved type of photographic plate(Giri et al., 2015; Sen, 2014).  In 1885 
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the use of photographic film was pioneered by George Eastman who started manufacturing paper 

film. His first camera, which he called the “Kodak”, was first offered for sale in 1888.  The 

worlds Earliest Surviving Motion Picture was created in 1888 and it is only 2.1 Seconds Long. In 

1951 the first video tape recorder VTR captured live images from television cameras by 

converting the information into electrical impulses and saving the information onto magnetic 

tape(Gupta, 2014; Pinney, 2014).  

The first camera to print in an instant was made in 1974.The first digital camera was invented in 

1975. Adobe Photoshop was developed in 1987. 250 MEGAPIXELS is the quality of the highest 

megapixel sensor created by Canon in 2015.The world’s longest 4k ultra-Telephoto Cinema 

Lens has a range of 50-1,000MM. At the end of 2012 it was estimated that there are 4.4 billion 

camera phones(Gupta et al., 2010; Perera, 2018). 

From the past the researcher have never did this type of study on the photography which the 

today world is doing. The research can be done the photography by taking the individual country 

and then the study can be done and the researchers’ have done the study just like that but the 

study of all the South Asian countries is innovative thing and is not performed till today 

before(Hung & Phillips, 2004; Pasternak, 2014). To analyze all the South Asian Countries and to 

see the differences and historically changes in the art of the photography is the Rationale of this 

study. The reason to choose this type of study is that before this there is no kind of study on this 

and this the best sort of reason to choose this type study so that something new can came upfront 

for the people(Khan et al., 2013; Moseley, 2006). Photography has always a interest to form and 

the photography has its own meaning in itself and the studies which are just done on the single 

individualized pattern may be done by the different people and it may be different for all the 

people. Photography is something about perceiving and this perception varies from the person to 

the other person. The study has been done on the individual country for the photography or on a 

particular type of the photography but the study on the whole South Asian countries about their 

photography is the Rationale of the study(Konijn et al., 2016; Marien, 2006). 

Now this study is going to be about that photography so the concern may be to learn about the 

photography and this is actually what the concern is. Then just convert the interest or the issue 

into the question. While making the questions the researcher has analyzed the situation that 

whether the question for which the study is performed is rational or not and if there is a proper 

answer behind that(Kuhn, 2007; Lewis, 2017). The major Questions of the study are: 
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 Either in all South Asian countries the context of the photography is same or not? 

 How much they are different and how much they are similar to each other? 

 Either there are historical changes in the photography or is same till today from past? 

 

Literature Review: 

Historically Changes: 

Tomorrow customer is interested in non-printing products. As they are interested for sharing and 

showing the picture instantly and the generation wants everything fast as much as it could be. 

The job of the photographer as an instant is not to sell the product actually it is about to sell the 

services. From the past to the present many changes have arise in the field of photography and 

innovations are common to this field too(Leuzinger, 2017). From the past the photography 

always has been the tool to be used to express the meaningful expression. Every picture depicts 

some history and is having the story behind that picture. The Technological advancements has 

made the biggest change in the world of the photography that today the just in a one single day 

billion of photographs are being taken and are shared on the social media or on the channels very 

quickly(Besio, 2007; Gupta, 2014; Weiler & Gutschow, 2016). The evolution in the photography 

has also removed all the distances between the people which are far from each other and many of 

them contact with each other by sharing their routine pictures. Just on the other hands with the 

technological advancements and by the innovative smart phones day by day it has made the job 

of the photographer more difficult and they had to work more and more to earn the good amount 

of income(Buchanan & Collins, 2014; Leuzinger, 2017; Sen, 2014). The advancements in the 

photography was not such easy and was not access to everyone so much easily as it is accessible 

to the today’s generation. It has made the business of the printing to be faced the losses because 

one thing is gradually increasing and is going forward fast then something important always last 

behind. Oxford English dictionary has given the name to this online picturing the word “Selfie” 

in the year 2013, the word selfie has become the word of the modern era and it spreads many 

quickly throughout the world in a lesser time(Lewis, 2017; Perera, 2018).Researchers have 

discussed about the literature review in which the past study regarding the topic is done and then 

critically analysis is done that study to get the results from that. The literature review is about the 

knowledge and the data which is currently available in the form in the different types of websites 
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and we collect them all too drawn the results from that collected data and make the results for 

that.  

Historic Grand Trunk Road: 

Raghubir Singh which was one from the most popular and renowned photographers from the 

India he photographed Ninety six photos of the long route of India between the 1998 and 1991. 

The photos which were taken by that photographer were published in a book which is called 

THE GRAND TRUNK ROAD: A passage through India. The Singh was having the look of the 

traveler and he used to form the story telling stories in the busy and the hustle streets of the India 

and his style is very different from the other photographers(Besio, 2007; Freitag, 2014; Sen, 

2014; Weiler & Gutschow, 2016). In his photography the pictures depict the people waiting for 

the bus on the bus Stop, the rush of the people which were carrying the political rallies, The 

people, family, friends which came to visit the TajMahal, and the other visiting places. Singh 

also shows the complete image of the political atmosphere which was in India during the 1980s 

and 90s(Gupta, 2014; Konijn et al., 2016). 

Styles of Painting: 

The mural paintings were used to be the beauty of the palaces sealing’s, the colors of them were 

really bright and the surface of the paintings was very large and they were used to depict some 

historical history of them(Moseley, 2006; Pinney, 2014). While in the Contrast of the Mughal 

paintings they more realistic and the variety of the colors were used in them. The Mughal 

paintings were also used to perform some kind of the experiments in the history. 

Photography in South Asia: 

Photography in South Asia just reach after its announcements in the world in the very beginning 

times of 1840 and it also becomes the passion and many people start making the societies for the 

photography in the very beginning times, the area where the societies were more prominent are 

Bombay and Calcutta(Freitag, 2014; Khan et al., 2013). In the 19 century the very prominent 

work on the documentation was started and this work was spreaded more and more. The very 

initial photography in the South Asia was about the portraits and the photography about the 

kings. 

Early view of photography: 

There are different judgment and viewpoints on the consequence of photography on the 

literature. Edgar Allan Poe is probably known as the untimely acquirer use to be very passionate 
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and committed. The Poe anticipated that the innovative method is the Excellency of the modern 

science or this may be the due to the beauty of the nature in its self. In the history at the times of 

the 19
th

 and the 20
th

 centuries the photographers didn’t gravitate to describe about what they have 

done(Gupta, 2014; Leuzinger, 2017) and didn’t prescribe anything about their work may be the 

thought of them was that the photography didn’t need to describe or neither language is required 

to fulfill the demand of the work done so the photographers didn’t need to write about what they 

have done to the area of the photography.  

Photography in India: 

Photography in the South Asia and mostly in the India was entered with the view point that 

through the art of the photography the India wants to describe their cultural view point and the 

cultural heritage of them(Marien, 2006; Shaikh, 2014). Photography prescribes about the actual 

what the India is. In India the photography is always done by focusing on the single point and 

always wants to express a message in its photography and wants to demonstrate the about what 

India is about. In India there is a society or a foundation named as Alkazi Foundation for the 

Arts, and it contains the arts in photographs of South Asia and in that photographs the 

sociocultutal and political life of the India is been beautifully explained by the art of architecture 

and topography etc. And at the world’s photography day the artist like Raviraj Kande transform 

the passion of him in unique way and he did the photography of the ordinary people(Gupta, 

2014; Hung & Phillips, 2004) and by that he represents the story of them that despite of that they 

have many problems and harsh times in their life still there is power of hope in their eyes which 

can be observed easily by looking eye on her photography. 

Photography in Bangladesh: 

The picture Library was formed in the Bangladesh on the site of the Drik and the picture library 

having the pictures was formed in 1989. Whenever there is the formation of anything in some 

particular area always behind that is there some mission or some vision(Besio, 2007; Konijn et 

al., 2016). Just like that the picture library formed there was having the vision that here the 

people will be welcomed from the whole world and will be given the chance that they can give 

the portray or formed the photography of their own people so that their stories can be formed by 

them as easily before that and this picture library was the also the source of images. The site just 

shows some of the images while other confidential(Leuzinger, 2017). The photography in 
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Bangladesh is different in this sence from India that they say to people to highlight their culture 

also. 

Photography in China: 

Chinese were understood of the Photography with the clear message of the photography in the 

early of twentieth century and they were well known about how the photography can be used to 

express any expression or any type of the message to other person(Sen, 2014; Shaikh, 2014; 

Throckmorton et al., 2015). The photography which was developing in the china was given an 

extreme importance and it was started pulling the people of the china and they started practicing 

it and many artists and the intellectuals were formed in the region of the china and photography 

in the china also becomes result one more investigated and important feature in the cultural point 

of view. 

 

Differences of Culture of South Asia: 

Religion: 

In Afghanistan is noticed then Sunni and Shia are the two major religions been performed there. 

Pakistan practices Islam. As India is the one of the largest country in the population and people 

of many different religion live there and the religions there been performed are Hinduism, Islam, 

Christianity and Sikhism(Gupta et al., 2010).

Arts and Leisure  

In India there are some dances performed by them as the part of their tradition, the most popular 

sports are cricket and hockey which are played by the children’s as well as adults. The women 

are fond of doing shopping, watching movies, socializing with the friends and gatherings are the 

main hobbies. Overall the India is fond of watching Television and playing sports. For Pakistan 

the musical Era is very special, there is musical industry very popular(Moseley, 2006). Pakistanis 

play card games, Luddo and also play cricket with great interest and also like India they love to 

move outdoors and they have good relations with the relatives and the friends. In Bhutan it is 

very special to show the respect and honor to their state king. 

Holidays: 

The important holidays are different for every country in the whole South Asia. Some Holidays 

are celebrated by the entire region while some are different. India celebrates different holidays 

on different occasions like Independence Day; Diwali on the other hand is also an important 
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occasion for them, then one is Gandhi Jayanti. Pakistan observes the Pakistan Day, celebrates 

their Eid Festivals and likewise other countries celebrates the other one(Sen, 2014). 

Similarities: 

In the region of the South Asia there many common similarities in the overall region. There is 

the similarity that most of the women cover their heads in time when they are performing their 

prayers, also the sense of the clothing is somehow similar with each other and carry the dresses 

with level of decent. In the overall region the people didn’t feel good to use the left hand while 

they are eating or if they are shaking hand to the other, The people of South Asia are very 

pleased with the guests which came, The people of South Asia used to takeoff their shoes when 

they are entering in the place where they are going to perform their religion rituals(Sen, 2014).  

 

Methodology: 

The methodology is the system or the process which is been used to do any kind of work. The 

methodology is defined as that system that with the help of these methods we can know that 

which method we are going to used and what are the most important tools used in the study. This 

is basically the outline of the methods and processes we are going to use in the study. The 

methodology used in the research paper is based on the following points: 

 The method used to write the research paper is Qualitative method. The research paper is 

going to use the Qualitative base approach which will demonstrate all the facts and the 

figures of the paper. 

 In this type of the study different pictures of the different countries are collected so that 

the analysis of those pictures can be made from them. Behind every picture there is a 

story telling and the researcher has analyzed that what that picture is trying to 

demonstrate through the picture art.  

 The researcher hasanalyzed that in different cultures which things are the nominant with 

respect to the photography and for that different pictures from different countries will be 

taken and the culture will be analyze and they will be analyze in the portion of the 

discussion. 

 The most vital part of the methodology is that the method is Qualitative and here 

descriptive analysis has been performed and the researcher will analyze the pictures 

according to its own perception. 
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Analysis 

The discussion is that point level where for the sake of analysis pictures of different eras like 

1990, 2000 and 2017 are taken. The countries chosen from the South Asian countries are 

Pakistan, India and china. In all of these countries the main theme taken is the festivals which are 

different in all countries. Despite of the festival which is being celebrated in one country every 

year is same but still there came difference in Fashion, Style of Celebration and the style of 

wearing cloths depicts different images. As from time to time the cultural differences came in the 

all years due to which the expression of photography is also being changes. 

Pakistan  

 

Figure 1 : Way of Fashion Photography  in 1990

Here the function mehndi is going on and the picture can show the happiness and enjoyment on 

the faces of the girls. Here in 1990 the style in which they are wearing cloths is really different 

from the time of today. The girls are wearing simple cloths and the sense of doing make up is 

critically very low. 
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Figure 2 : Way of Fashion Photography in 2000

In 2000 still there is difference but here also the way of the decoration is really different from the 

way the decoration is being done. The brides of that time depict simplicity and were not as bold 

as the girls of today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 : Way of Fashion Photography in 2017

In 2017 there is a great innovation in the style, Background decoration, cloths and way the 

marriages were simple in the past time, today’s marriage have great difference from that. The 

culture in doing marriages has been change from before. 
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China 

 

Figure 4 : Marriage Ceremony Photography in China in 1990

 

The culture here in 1990 in china shows that the style of wearing is simple and at that time 

always simplicity was encouraged at the first which this picture shows. 
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Figure 5 : Marriage Ceremony Photography in China in 2000 

The picture in 2000 shows the difference in the way of their styling from the past 10 years and 

they show different way of expression is also different from past. Here the culture didn’t change 

much from past. 

 

Figure 6 : Marriage Ceremony Photography in China in 2017 

 

The picture of 2017 shows the innovative type of marriage in which the shoot is being done in 

the beach and their way of enjoying the marriage is also different. The way of styling is really 

different and also they have changed their culture from before. 

India 

 

 

Figure 7 : Diwali Photography in India in 1990 
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The picture is taken on the festival of Diwali from India in 1990. The way of lighting the streets 

is different from the present. 

 

 

Diwali Photography in India in 2000 

 

This picture also shows festival of Diwali which is been celebrated in 2000. Here the people may 

follow the same kind of happiness as they depict in 1990 but here the only change is the way of 

decoration the street has been hanged from the past. 

 

 

 

Figure 9 : Diwali Photographyin India in 2017 

 

The picture is also of the festival of the diwali in India but the way of the lighting and enjoying is 

change. The new generation has replaced their old culture and introduces new style of 

celebrating their festival. 
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Conclusion 

The conclusion of the study is that in all South Asian countries the context of the photography is 

not same. There are differences in their cultures and their festivals and all the countries take the 

perception of the picture and photography by themselves. The differences are due to their beliefs, 

festivals, holidays, Art, culture but some are common things between the South Asian countries 

also which are the way of respect they give to their elders, guests or how they respect their 

religions and sacred places. There are historical changes from the past and their way of living 

and culture is being changed due to which the photography is expressing different meanings. 
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