
pg. 29 

 

 

 

1 
College of Economics and Management, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua, PR China 

 

* 
Corresponding Author :  

 Email : acquahebo@gmail.com   

Mobile : (+86) 13105893876   

Published after peer reviewed : 13 July, 2018 

Abstract: This article has been put forward to reveal the rapid spread and the prevalence of 

internet fraud (especially internet fraud backed by occult practices or spiritualism) in Africa, 

localizing or using Ghana and Nigeria as a case study. Using secondary data and author’s 

personal observation, the article examines the reasons why the youths engage in this 

unacceptable social act, the rituals they perform, its repercussions on the perpetrators, the 

society and the nation as a whole, and the government and other stakeholders‟ efforts to 

combat or curtail this menace. Data was collected through the usealready existing data. 

Findings from the secondary data and other literature have been reviewed, revised and made 

concise. This article explored that peer pressure, unemployment, poverty and haste of 

becoming rich at an early stage in life push the youths into Internet fraud combined with 

occultism without considering the consequences. Also, the level of consciousness about this 

particular social problem in most countries in Africa is increasing but most crimes associated 

with this practice are not reported to the police. This is because of lack of evidences from the 

public to the police. Also because of the rights to privacy, the Police cannot interfere in what 

one is doing at the café. It is recommended that there should be laws governing the operation 

of internet cafes in our communities and the Police Service should also be well trained in I. 

C. T. to become proficient in computer literacy in fighting or combating cybercrime or other 

computer related crimes. Government should also create adequate technical and computer 

training schools where the youth technical skills in I.T. will be sharpened and channeled into 

other developmental programs and researches created by the government to enhance their 
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technical competencies and development as a whole.
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This piece of article is generally concerned with popular narrative of a type of “computer- 

assisted crime” (Wall 2010; 99)which has become the headache for all African parents, society, 

leaders, stakeholders and perpetrators themselves in Africa. This practice is more marked in 

West Africa especially in Ghana and Nigeria. This is practice labeled in Ghana as “sakawa‟ 

while in Nigeria, this is known as “419 or Yahoo Yahoo”. Internet fraud narratives allege that 

perpetrators engaged in this fraudulent act, which are to a large extent the youth (mostly males in 

the ages of 16-40). The gloomy part of this act is that the youth have moved to another level of 

internet fraud. They now indulge in occultism ritual practices to enhance their potential to 

defraud people and become wealthy. This occultism is coupled with negative consequences that 

affect the perpetrators, family, society and the nation as a whole.  These results include any type 

of ill-health such as insanity and / or ultimately death within a short time after achieving one’s 

desire (Oduro-Frimpong, 2011). This also go a long way to affect the reputation of the country 

in terms of international trade especially e-commerce. This topic was chosen because this issue 

has consistently kept rising for more than a decade now and no one can predict the future of the 

African youth in the next 20 years if care and other control measures are not taken. I trust and 

know that this is one of the few platforms that can help reach the stakeholders in Africa to 

formulate policies that can be used to curb this menace. 

 

This occultism ritual practices is as a result of the widespread of the knowledge that most 

business conducted over the internet are susceptible to internet fraud, many business men / 

women have become extremely cautious of transactions over the internet. This knowledge led to 

the decline of the 419 trade. So steep was the decline that many perpetrators of 419 otherwise 

known as “sakawa”sort spiritual guidance in their action to defraud and get more money from 

their business partners(Abbey, 2009). This action opened a new chapter in the 419 or “sakawa” 

business (Acquah, 2018). 

 

This new form of fraud has got quite complicated demands and requirements from the 

perpetrators.Most people who consulted for spiritual guidance were given special rings to wear 
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on a particular finger to be used during the transaction over the internet. This ring allegedly 

possesses the power to charm a victim into succumbing to the whims and caprices of the 

fraudsters(Abbey, 2009). After the victim has been charmed, the perpetrators will then go on to 

make their demands which cannot be refused by the victims. Another spiritual dimension taken 

by these perpetrators is the use of caskets(Amissah, 2009). Three or four people interested in 

internet fraud or cyber-crime would contact a selected spiritualist who would make them sleep in 

a casket each for a specific number of days. In taking this journey, they would be made to 

understand that one of them would not survive the ordeal. The interested parties then gamble 

with their lives as they definitely know one of them stands the chance of dying as a result. After 

the incident, one dies as a result and the surviving ones then go on to become spiritually strong 

and they use their spiritual favor and strength to indulge in more “sakawa” or fraud” deals. 

Money immediately accrued from their deals is used to organize a lavish funeral for the deceased 

or the unfortunate person. Whereas the spiritual ring provides an added advantage to the 

perpetuating of the fraud, but the casket method seems to be the most powerful as a result of the 

sacrifice of a human life being made. 

 

Amissah, (2009) postulated another spiritual approach is the provision of conditions as a result of 

the outcome of success or failure of the “sakawa” deals. One of the conditions which perpetrators 

of “sakawa” are given is the abolishment of bathing. As long as the perpetrators remain without 

taking their bath the potency of the spiritual power would be at its highest efficiency. One of the 

news of this example making rounds is that a young man, who went for this method, went a great 

deal of days without taking his bath. On a very unfortunate day for this guy, his mother just 

jokingly sprinkled water on this young man not knowing the repercussions saying the son has 

developed an offensive odour. This marked the death of the young man as he fell down foaming 

from his mouth. The repercussions of the breach in this spirituality method can never be 

compromised. Certain conditions are prescribed for the practitioners. They are asked to eat from 

a refuse dump; search for blood soaked women sanitary towels from the refuse dump; walk bare-

footed, others are prevented from sleeping at night. All these helped perpetrators to have power 

over their clients online to defraud them and accrue money.  
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According Micah (2011), this issue compelled the late President Mills, one of the great leaders in 

Africa and also the former president of Ghana and said that “some of the youth are losing focus 

on their spiritual needs, sacrificing their youth, health, family life and spiritual values in pursuit 

of material and vanity things. Consequently, these vices are creeping into our social fiber and are 

gaining roots. Thus day after day, the number of youth involvement in this negative practice 

keeps rising”. 

 

The former President of Ghana also lamented on the youth’s involvement in internet fraud 

or“sakawa”. He explained that the country and Africa as a whole also suffer some effects such as 

loss of skilled and human resources and good future leaders. Hence, there will be no peaceful co-

existence and harmonious living in our society since this activity has resulted in the rise of social 

vices in our societies. 

 

Now the question is, why do African youth still choose to engage in this deadly and risky activity 

after knowing the entire adverse ramification that come with it? From observations and findings 

from some literatures, one of the interviewees who is a fraudster or “sakawa” perpetrator said 

that the youth engage in this activity because of unemployment. They attributed this to no job 

available in the town. 

 

Unemployment pushes the youth into frustration and lawlessness. This means that the pressure 

and the strain on the individual as a result of unemployment compel them to engage in internet 

fraud. This assertion is evident in the work of Robert Merton who propounded the strain theory 

in 1949. The theory explains that people become innovative and devise unacceptable means of 

achieving societal set goals as a result of unfair structure of the society that exert strain or 

pressure on the less privileged. 

 

Additionally, poverty is one of the major reasons why the youth engage in fraudulent activity in 

Africa. This could be as a result of unemployment because the youth are not employed or denied 

of employment base on nepotism. This brings frustrations to those in poverty and pushes them to 

engage in fraudulent activitiesto get money. This is also clearly explained by the strain theory by 

Robert Merton.  
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Another reason why the youth engage in “sakawa” is the corrupt leadership we have in the 

African continent. This reason is confirmed or supported by a lot of perpetrators. They explained 

that there is a perception of corruption among our political leaders as they also have a stake in it. 

Most of them believe that since their leaders use just pen and paper to defraud thetax payer and 

the state and live flamboyant lifestyles with their families at their expense, they will also use the 

internet to get money and solve most of the problems confronting them as citizens especially 

their family poverty. This also boils down to the unfair structure the strain theory talks about 

where the privileged people in the society enjoy resources than the less privileged in the society. 

(Merton, 1949).From observations and experiences, it is also believed that the character of the 

youth is also a key reason why the youth practice internet fraud. This could be as a result of 

unplanned future. Another reason could be the quest to obtain a high status in the society. The 

quest for early riches and greediness could also be a reasonfor the youth indulgence in internet 

fraud. 

 

This new form of internet fraud has dire effects on the perpetrators, the society and the nation as 

a whole. The perpetrators of internet fraud after performing the rituals and defrauding their 

clients acquire all the benefits, material things and other wealth. Such rituals are alleged to come 

with dire negative consequences for participants and the nation and its economy as a whole. 

These consequences on the individual include any type of ill-health such as insanity and / or 

death within a short time of achieving ones desire. Sometimes due to the spiritual nature of 

“sakawa” related cases, legal proceedings against arrested perpetrators normally come to a 

standstill because of lack of evidence.  

 

Most arrested perpetrators are normally charged with issues other than the substantive one for 

which they were arrested. Also, some of the perpetrators of “sakawa” after enjoying their wealth 

for some time change into different creatures like snakes and dogs and these happen when one 

refuses to go according to the principles involved in the rituals. Also, the practice of “sakawa” 

cuts or reduces the morality or moral life of a young person in the society because the society 

becomes endowed with occults and immoral young ones. As with “sakawa” or 419, many 

Nigerians and Ghanaians fear the consequences that such behaviors inflict on their society as a 
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whole as a powerful generation of educated but immoral and violent youth is created. This builds 

immoral and corrupts future leaders.  

 

This statement was once made by the former President of Ghana lamented the involvement of 

the youth in internet fraud. He noted that, this was eating deep into the moral fiber of the youth 

who are supposed to take the place of the elderly in the future and the repercussions were quite 

enormous. Therefore the kind of generation we build today will determine our future as a 

country. Also, if the youth are craving for money and have started defrauding people at their 

early stage, then there is the possibility of these youth growing to become corrupt leaders in the 

country some years to come. 

 

On the side of the economyof continent, taken Ghana for example, Ghana is ranked 10th country 

among the world’s top internet fraud (sakawa) countries according to statistics on internet usage 

and this does not augur well for the business community because a lot of businesses have 

suffered due to lack of confidence dealing with clients in Ghana hence government loosing 

revenue especially from the private sector. (Abbey, 2009).E-commerce has also suffered major 

setback due to restriction of Ghana to take part in online trade on most of the international 

companies’ websites. Even if the government wants to eradicate this menace, the government 

will have to spend scarce resource to combat these crimes which could have been used for other 

infrastructural development. Hence, these adversely affect the nation’s economy.  

 

From what is happening in African countries, if care is not taken, “sakawa” or 419 will reach a 

pandemic level and almost than 60% of the youths in Africa might engage in “sakawa” or 419.  

Although the government in its own ways provides employment for the citizens.There should 

also be more vocational and technical training programs for the youths who are computer 

literates and because of poverty could not continue their education. This will make them more 

proficient in computer literacy. 

 

Furthermore, the government in these countries should form more alliance with more private 

organizations to expand the vacancies for employment in the country. Also, the government 

should concentrate on rural industrialization and rural development instead of allocating more of 
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the resources in the urban cities. These will address the issue of unemployment and minimize 

poverty because working in these industries in the smaller towns will fetch money for the youths 

in these towns and will prevent them from migrating to the cities which indirectly can also be a 

cause of the youth engaging in unacceptable economic activities like “sakawa” or 419. 

 

Lastly, as the perpetrators always use as an excuse that those in the authority keep embezzling 

funds and tax payers’ money for unnecessary things and are not accountable while the youth are 

suffering. The perpetrators also complain that those in the authority do not think about the youth. 

They only think about their pocket and their families and these are the main reasons why thay 

indulge in the practice of “sakawa” or 419. It is therefore recommended that those in the 

authority should handle the country’s resources very well and there should be equitable 

distribution of the national cake so that all different people on the social ladder or strata will 

evenly benefit. Those in the authority who misuse or embezzle tax payers’ money should be held 

accountable since they serve as role models or mentors to the youth. With this I believe there will 

be no greediness on the path of the youth to crave for early riches and hence “sakawa” or internet 

fraud will be minimized and Africa youth will grow progressively, thus“Strong Youth make a 

Strong Nation”. 
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