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Introduction 

Political commitment to African continental unity is undoubtedly one of the most outstanding 

legacies ever there is. Kwame Nkrumah was a visionary Pan-Africanist who dreamt of a 

united, prosperous Africa thus the concept of Continental Union Government for Africa all in 

an attempt to give Africa a visibility and importance even if in the negative sense. Nkrumah 

was one of several leading radical Pan-Africanists of the 1960s. He had a noble vision for 

Africa and the African descent. He saw the metropolises of Africa becoming the headquarters 

of science, technology, and medicine. He saw in Africa a giant hypnotized, made dormant by 

years of foreign tutelage and exploitation, and he sought to awaken this giant. But time and 

his contemporaries were not on his side. He seems to have been born ahead of his time and 

his contemporaries. As remarked by the British historian, Basil Davidson, Nkrumah lived far 

ahead of his time. It is in the years ahead that people would read about his works and wonder 

to themselves why such a man should have lived at such a time. Five decades down the 

inception of Nkrumah‟s dream for Africa, what is the state of Nkrumah‟s legacy? What are 

the prospects of its revision? 

Kwame Nkrumah’s African dream revisited 

Born in Nkroful in Ghana in 1909,the revered Kwame Nkrumah influenced African history 

and unity in a momentous way. He was the foremost and fearless advocate of the liberation 

and unification of Africa against western imperialism and for a series of actions aimed at total 
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liberation and consolidation of this freedom (Nyamnjoh and Shoro 2011, 2-3). His thoughts 

took shape while he was studying in the USA.  In  the  early  years  he  wrote  about  the need 

for a West African Federation to enable Africans govern themselves without interference 

from outside as was the case in the colonial period (Sher-wood  2012,  109-10).  Asante 

(2012) argued that Nkrumah‟s vision was political but also more than political because it was 

also cultural and philosophical and above all Afro-centric. The Pan-African vision of unity 

was supported by the Concept of African Personality and a non-racial African Identity (Dei 

2012, 42-4). Added to these was scientific socialism for all of Africa (Poe 2003, 3; Lawson 

2004, vii). Africa was to learn from pre-colonial societies and not sacrifice those values for 

material progress (Frimpong 2012, 39).  The impact of the vision of an African Union 

vigorously defended by Nkrumah still finds relevance today among Africans even those who 

feel that Nkrumah was realistically idealistic.  

However in the light of the short lived dream of Nkrumah associated with chains of 

developmental projects, Nkrumah‟s and indeed Africa‟s tragedy was that he came to power at 

the wrong time, in the “heat” of the Cold War, a period when the bi-polar East-West 

ideological confrontation made leaders like Nkrumah sacrificial lambs on the altar of 

superpower chauvinism. Cold War politics brooked no homegrown nationalists and patriots; 

it did not forgive leaders who refused to worship the gods of Soviet communism or American 

capitalism. 

The release of Africans from the bondage of European colonialism energized folks of African 

descent. Ghana's independence leader, Kwame Nkrumah, drew the obvious parallels between 

the still-unattained goal of black liberation in Africa and the awful racial imbalance and 

prejudice faced by black people in the Globish arena. 

Following the legacy of Nkrumah, Africa do not need huge capital to build up a nation but 

instead its human and natural resources. For instance, as opined by Ankomah, Baffour, 2007, 

Ghana as the first Tropical African country to gain independence was speculated to have a 

huge impact on the evolution of Africa and Western interests there.” This became evident in 

the preceding happenings as it so came true that within a period of 10 years after Ghana‟s 

independence, 31 other African countries gained their own independence. And Nkrumah‟s 

Ghana (which, in his own words: “we have got to make our little country an example for the 

rest of Africa”) had had a huge role in liberating Africa. He set up training camps in Ghana 

for African freedom fighters, and through financial, political and other support, Nkrumah‟s 

Ghana kept the African liberation torch burning very brightly. True to his electoral promises, 

Nkrumah went to work putting the economic and social fundamentals in place. This 
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encouraged the people to work even harder. Nkrumah firmly believed that political 

independence was meaningless without economic independence (Nkrumah, Kwame, 1980). 

In this regard, it is no surprise that in terms of leading by example, Kwame Nkrumah by the 

time he was overthrown in 1966, had established 68 sprawling state-owned factories 

producing every need of the population from shoes, to textiles, to furniture, to lorry tires, to 

canned fruits, vegetables and beef; to glass, to radio and TV; to books, to steel, to educated 

manpower and virtually everything in Ghana (Ankomah, Baffour, 2007). 

Nkrumah wanted to industrialize Ghana within a generation, and everything was on course 

until the Americans and their British cousins (according to their own declassified documents) 

used some disgruntled and self-serving Ghanaian soldiers, staged that terrible coup on 24 

February 1966 that truncated Ghana‟s progress. It was a major setback, not only for Ghana 

but the whole of Africa!Ankomah, Baffour (2007), believes that if Nkrumah had been 

allowed to complete his industrialization plan, Ghana would today have been another 

Malaysia on the west coast of Africa, and the modern doomsayers who now mock Ghana by 

showing us the bright lights in Kuala Lumpur, would not dare show their warped tongues! 

But Nkrumah was overthrown, and we are now left with nostalgia and what might have been. 

After the coup, the IMF rubbed salt into our injuries by sending a delegation to Accra to tell 

the military junta to discontinue Nkrumah‟s industrialization programme. And they did! And, 

as a reward, some of them got airports named after them! 

Today, 50 years after the coup, almost every Ghanaian (except those still suffering from acute 

blindness and amnesia) now realizes our great loss. In the words of Nkrumah from speech at 

Casablanca Conference in 7th January, 1961, If we Africans do not rise and formulate plans 

for unity and take active steps to form a political union, we will be fighting and warring 

among ourselves with the imperialists and colonialists standing by behind the screen and 

pulling vicious wires, to make us cut each other‟s throats for the sake of their diabolical 

purposes in Africa. 

Conclusion: Prospects and the Way Forward To African Liberation 

From Nkrumah‟s excerpt one is not left in doubt that he wanted the political union of Africa 

because of the diabolical actions of European countries in Africa. He was aware of the 

consequences that befell a divided continent and divided people. As early as in 1960, the 

independent Democratic Republic of Congo felt into this trap. The British also held on to 

Southern Rhodesia much  to  the  chagrin  of  the  people  and  the  unity  of  Nigeria  was  

threatened  by the civil war of 1967 to 1970. Several decades after independence several 
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African  countries  are  tearing  themselves  apart  and  include  Somalia,  Libya,  Nigeria, 

Burundi, the Central African Republic, South Sudan and Mali. The Libyan example shows 

how in 2011, the West assassinated Colonel Muamar Qaddafi and threw the country into 

chaos. Apart from internal bickering by various factions, the Islamic State has found a safe 

haven in Sirte and other surrounding towns. Besides, the migrant crisis is also a fall-out of the 

killing of Qaddafi. These scenarios in Libya, Mali and Somalia are telling of what Nkrumah 

foretold several decades back but no one will listen to him. All of these scenarios points to 

one of Nkrumah‟s prophecies stating that we need the strength of our combined numbers and 

resources to protect our-selves from the very positive dangers of returning colonialism in 

disguised forms. We need it to combat the entrenched forces dividing our continent and still 

holding back millions of our brothers. We need it to secure total African liberation. 

According to Dastile and Ndlovu-Gatsheni 2013, 123, on the recent, most of the independent 

states are moving in directions which expose us to the dangers of imperialism and neo-

colonialism.   

In  as  much  as  Nkrumah‟s  ideas  have  found  fertile  ground  in  some  circles,  it  has  

been  out-rightly  rejected  in  others. None the less, for Nkrumah‟s dream to still live on in 

positive prospects, the diversity in languages and historical experiences that will make  it  

near  impossible  for  a  United  States  of  Africa  to  be  achieved should be discouraged.  

Accounts of the fact that regionalism and sovereignty have not helped Africa close ranks and 

defend the collective good should be highly emphasized. The time has come for Nkrumah‟s 

vision of a political union in Africa be given a try so that Africans will be given the 

opportunity liberation on all levels at last.   
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